
CHARACTER EDUCATION 

"Responsibility” Grades K-4 

 

DEFINITION: 

Responsibility is being dependable, organized, and punctual, as well as being accountable for your 

words and actions. 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: 

 In advance , draw a three-paneled picture ( triptych) showing how people act responsibly.   

Label the sections Family, Community, Country.   Have students create their own triptych and 

share with the class. 

 

 Have students brainstorm t h in gs  about which they need to be more responsible.  Create 

responsibility contracts and discuss their purpose.  Divide the class into pairs  and  have  each  

student  complete  a  contract  and  have  it  signed  by  their partner.  After a three-day period, 

have students report their progress and tell if the contract helped them become more 

responsible. 

 

 Before students return to class from recess, place a dollar bill on the floor.   As students 

enter, stand near the dollar, but do not say anything.  Watch student reactions.  When students  

are seated, pick up the dollar and ask them what they would  have  done  if  you  were  not  

standing  nearby  or  if  they  found  it  on  the sidewalk.  Ask students what they would have 

done if they would have found a 50 or 100 dollar bill.  Ask guided questions about personal 

responsibility.   Encourage honest discussion without judging or reprimanding students for 

different opinions. 

 

 Have the students identify times when they have made a promise to a friend that they kept.  

The students can also identify times when a friend made a promise to them that  he/she did  

not  keep.  Discuss  responsible   behavior  in  keeping   a promise.   Invite the students to role 

play how each person would feel in this type of situation. 

 

 Discuss the importance of good health.   Explain to the students that we must be responsible 

for taking care of our bodies and staying healthy.   Have the students brainstorm how they 

can take good care of their bodies 

 

 Have students reflect on a challenge they may have in school such as a low math grade, a 

conduct problem, or getting to school on time.   Work with students in small groups and 

help them make individual short term goals.   Discuss how this relates to personal 

responsibility.  Chart their progress.
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 Help the class make a commitment to be responsible for their community.  Assist students in 

selecting a certain area to pick up trash, plant flowers, help the elderly, or other community 

service projects.  Have students write journal entries telling about their progress. Display 

journals in the classroom or library. 

 

 Read the story "The Little Red Hen".  Have the students identify the characters that were 

responsible and not responsible by not helping.  Discuss how the Hen stayed committed and 

the steps she followed to meet her responsibility. Create a modem version of the story. 

 

 Explain to the students that everyone has to take care of the school.  Encourage students to 

make a commitment to clean up or take care of the school grounds. Divide the 

responsibilities among the members of the class and honor this commitment all year long. 

 

 Discuss responsible and irresponsible uses of anger at sports events.   Have students 

consider the actions of coaches, players, and fans. 

 

 Demonstrate for students the power of music to excite or relax.  Ask students to dramatize 

everyday tasks while listening to different kinds of music.  Explain how baroque music may 

increase concentration. 

 

 Have students think of one new chore they can begin to do at home or school on their own.  

Ask them to chart their progress. 

 

 Have students identify and name specific responsibilities at home or at school.  Help students 

define the term "responsibility" as it relates to chores at home. 

 

 Assign daily classroom responsibilities to groups of 2 or 3 students each.  Have them chart 

their own progress. 

 

 List   some fun activities.  Brainstorm some positive results of handling responsibility before 

these fun activities. 

 

 Ask  parents  to  help  their  children  set  goals  and  learn  responsibility  when 

accomplishing  a task.   Encourage parents to use the following activity.    Cut colored 

construction paper into strips. Place the paper strips with a glue stick into a bowl.  Help your 

child write or draw a goal onto one of the colored strips, then glue the end together to make a 

ring.  As each step toward the goal is completed, another strip of paper is added to make a link 

in the chain.  Visible evidence of progress keeps young children motivated. 

 

 Ask family members to brainstorm a list of words that might put a smile on someone's  

face.   Write each word on a small piece of paper and place all the words into a jar in a 

central location. When a family member needs help choosing something nice to say about 

someone, words can be found in the jar.   Talk to children about their responsibility in 

supporting family members in a positive way. 
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 Ask children to locate and cut out pictures of people being responsible in several 

magazines.    Create a group collage with the class.   Have children explain how each picture 

demonstrates responsibility. 

 

 Conduct  a class meeting to decide on a "We're Each Responsible  for the Earth" project  

such  as setting  up a recycling  center,  an aluminum  can drive,  a school garden,  litter  

pick up each week, or collecting food and clothing for needy families. 
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