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CHARACTER EDUCATION 

"Good Citizenship" Grades 9-12 

 

DEFINITION: 

Treat other as you would like to be treated.   It means doing your part for the common good, 

serving your community, and helping make our democracy work.   Citizenship can be defined as 

social responsibility in action. 

 

STUDENT ACTIVITIES: 

 Have  your  students  visit  this  web-site  www.goodcharacter.com   and  click  on 

"Opportunities  for Action."  There they will find opportunities to become involved in 

community service projects and other activities relating to citizenship and civic responsibility. 

 

 Divide the class into small groups. Have each group develop a list of do's and don'ts for   

good citizenship.   Have them  make  oral  reports  to  the  class  addressing  the following  

questions:   What  happens  when  people  live  in  accordance  with these guidelines. What 

happens when they don't? In what ways does apathy or failure to act as good citizens affect   

our community and society?   How can young people demonstrate civic responsibility? 

 

 Identify some individuals or  organizations that are making a positive difference in your 

community. Work  in  groups  to  interview  these  people  and  then  give  class reports  on  

how they got started, why  they do what  they do, how they have accomplished  what they have. 

 

 Consider a  service project.  Have the class (as a whole or in groups) evaluate real needs in 

the school or community and plan a service project to meet those needs. Implement the plan 

and document the activities. 

 

 Have a brainstorming   session about ways to improve your school.   Develop a comprehensive 

plan for carrying out these changes.  Be sure this plan considers the students, teachers, 

administrators, and everyone else who has a stake in the school. 

 

 Identify a good citizen in your community. Write an essay describing why he or she 

deserves that title. 

 

 Have students  write  a speech describing  the  essential  balance  of  rights  and responsibilities 

in our democracy.  Have them try to convince fellow classmates that in  a  democracy  the  

preservation  of  our  rights   depends  on  our  exercise  of responsibility. 
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 Use the principle found in ancient Greece that it was important for all people to try to leave 

Athens better than they found it. Ask students to write an essay in which they apply this 

principle to their own community. 

 

 Ask students to think of some kind of volunteer work they might like to do. Have them 

describe it and tell why they think they would like it. If they have done volunteer work in the 

past, have them describe what it was like and what they learned from it. 

 

 Have students create a Public Service Announcement for Citizenship. 

 

 Ask students to write about some ways they are becoming more  responsible for themselves. 

 

 Have students research requirements to become a US citizen. 

 

 Ask  students  to  reflect  on  how  we, as a people,  are  connected  to one  another  as 

citizens. Example: Use the value of work to explain how we depend on each other 

doctors, custodians, teachers, truck drivers, etc. 

 

 Ask students to identify someone their age who exemplifies strong citizenship.   What actions 

do they see? 

 

 Read the following to the class. ..You come to school one morning to find graffiti all over 

the walls.  Someone has also sprayed graffiti on nearby billboards, overpasses, and road 

signs.  No one knows who did it. 

 

Discuss the following questions...Whose responsibility is it to clean up and paint over the 

graffiti?  Why?  Is there anything you can do to protect your school and community against 

graffiti in the future? 

 

 Have students write a rap song about the rights and needs of youth, senior citizens, or people 

with disabilities. 

 

 Have students identify some organizations that are making a positive difference in our 

community.  Work in groups to interview members.  Give class reports on how they got 

started and why they do what they do. 

 

 Consider quotes from www.quotegarden.com/patriotic-usa.html. 
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