
Keller Collegiate 

Academy



What is the Collegiate 

Academy?

The Collegiate Academy is an early college high school 

model campus that will open in the fall of 2021 with an 

emphasis in healthcare.  

Students will have the opportunity to earn at least 60 

college credit hours and graduate with an associate of 

applied science in nursing or surgical technology, an 

associate of arts degree, or a level 2 certification in 

licensed vocational nursing.  
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How It Works

The Keller Collegiate Academy is a partnership among Keller ISD, Tarrant 

County College,  and the Healthcare industry, each making long-term 

commitments and contributing their best expertise to provide students with 

rigorous and hands-on academic, technical and workplace experiences.

The unique culture of the Keller Collegiate Academy is built upon high 

expectations for students and a belief that all students can earn their 

college degree. Students see themselves as “college students” and “on a 

career pathway” from the moment they begin 9th grade. The model 

integrates high school and college coursework, enabling students to begin 

college courses as soon as they are ready. Students also participate in a 

range of workplace opportunities that include mentoring, site visits and 

clinical experiences — all designed to support students’ academic and 

professional growth.
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How it Works, cont...

● Students will take high school classes, as well as dual 

credit college courses starting in 9th grade.

○ Dual credit courses are courses that allow 

students to earn both college and high school 

credits at the same time.  

● Students will need to apply to TCC and take the TSI 

(college placement exam) before starting dual credit 

courses.  (We will set this up for students)

● This is a 4 year commitment.  
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Details

Location:  New high school will be located at what is 

currently CTI (Chisholm Trail Intermediate).

3901 Summerfields Blvd, Fort Worth, TX, 76137

Transportation:  Busing to and from campus will be provided

Enrollment:  Open to all Keller ISD students entering the 

9
th

 grade.  Students will transfer their enrollment to 

the Academy.

There will be no UIL Fine Arts or Athletics available, but 

there will be opportunities for intramural sports and 

clubs.5



Who SHOULD attend the 

Collegiate Academy?
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● Self Motivated with a STRONG WORK ETHIC

● Has a goal to pursue a career in healthcare

● Grades

● STAAR

7



?

What is the COST?
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Tuition is 

FREE!
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We will offer 4 pathways at the Academy
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Associate of 

Arts

Surgical 

Technologist

Licensed 

Vocational 

Nurse

Registered 

Nurse



Associate of Arts
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Registered Nurse
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Licensed Vocational Nurse
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Surgical Technologist
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Tarrant County Labor Market Information, 2016-2026
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Frequently Asked Questions…

How is this different from KCAL?

Keller Collegiate Academy

● Stand alone campus where students will attend full 

time.  Both high school and college courses will be 

taught here.   

● Focus on early college high school concept, giving 

students opportunity to earn 60+ hours of college 

credit.  Students will also have the opportunity to apply 

to TCC’s selective admission programs and complete the 

program with an Associate of applied science and a 

certification in RN, LVN, or Surgical Technologist. 
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 KCAL

● Campus where students travel to and from 

their home campus.

● Students have the opportunity to earn 

industry certifications in several fields of 

study, not limited to healthcare. 

● Not an early college high school concept, so 

there are fewer opportunities for college 

credit.  



What’s the difference between AP and Dual Credit?

AP (Advanced Placement)

Enables  students to pursue college level studies with 
the opportunity to earn college credit through an 
exam at the end of the course

Exams with qualifying score are accepted for credit at 
most public and private institutions.  Check specific 
institution for AP credit policy. 

$95 per AP Exam, $90 Early Bird
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Dual Credit

Enables students to pursue college level studies with 
the opportunity to earn college credit through 
coursework and successful completion of the class  

Texas core curriculum courses (42 hours) transfer to 
all public in state colleges and universities.  Many out 
of state schools accept courses, but it is up to 
institution. Check specific institution for dual credit 
policy. 

Tuition is free at The Academy. 

Definition

Transferability

Cost



How will going to the Academy affect my GPA, Class Rank, and 

college application?

✘ GPA will be configured by KISD GPA Policies.  

✘ Colleges are most interested in students maximizing the rigor 

available to them at their designated high school.

✘ When a college transcript is sent to a college/university, a 

school profile is also sent to colleges/universities.  School 

profile lists all offered classes. 

✘ Your ranking and GPA comparison is only subject to the other 

students on your campus.  You will only be “competing” against 

other students on your specific campus.  Therefore, there is no 

“downside” to the dual credit track at the Academy.

✘ Colleges value and respect both Dual Credit and AP courses. 

✘ Our team will focus on college scholarship opportunities for 

our students.   
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What kind of clubs and other opportunities will we 

have?

So much of what clubs will be offered will be student - led.  

However, we will have many of the same offerings as the other 

high schools, such as:  HOSA, Student Council, Class officers, 

Leadership Teams, National Honor Society, Dances, 

Homecoming/Forthcoming, Prom and Graduation.  The possibilities 

are endless!   
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Will classes at the Academy be similar to the virtual 

Biology course?

NO, the Biology course was offered virtually due to several 

factors.  However, at the Academy, you will have face-to-face 

teachers and opportunities to participate in hands on experiences.  
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What will our schedule look like?

Due to transportation needs, we will stay consistent with the 

other high school campuses when it comes to the daily start/end 

time of the school day.  Other than those parameters, our school 

day will look different.  We are building in time for student clubs, 

college visits, medical field speakers and presentations, 

community building, and creating a flexible bell schedule that 

will give students and teachers the opportunity to extend 

learning through the practical implementation of skills.  
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What if I’m not sure which pathway to sign up for?

Once acceptances are delivered, we will begin to meet with each 

student and family to create individualized plans.  We will also 

have virtual presentations from TCC staff representing each 

pathway to help students, families, and staff make the best 

decisions for each student.  
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Are there plans to partner with a 4-year University?

Yes!  More information to come!
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Timeline for Application/Admissions

January 15th - Applications Due

January 22nd - Teacher Recs Due

January 22nd - Academy Admission Decisions

February 5 - Intent to Attend Letters Due
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How Do I Apply?

Applications are available on the website:

www.kellerisd.net/collegiateacademy

Applications will be due on 

January 15th!
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Contact Information

28

Tracy Arsenault

Principal

tracy.arsenault@kellerisd.net

817-744-3834

Jamie Ortega

Counselor

jamie.ortega@kellerisd.net

817-744-3911

THANK YOU!

mailto:tracy.arsenault@kellerisd.net
mailto:jamie.ortega@kellerisd.net

